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Evolution of Living Things Answer Key: A Comprehensive Guide

The evolution of living things answer key is an essential resource for students, educators, and
enthusiasts seeking to understand the complex processes that have shaped life on Earth. Evolution
explains how species have developed and diversified over millions of years, leading to the incredible
variety of organisms we see today. This guide delves into the fundamental concepts of biological
evolution, explores key mechanisms, and provides insights into how evolution is studied and
understood through the lens of scientific research and educational resources.

Understanding Evolution: An Introduction

What is Evolution?

Evolution refers to the gradual process by which populations of organisms change over generations.
These changes are driven by genetic variations, natural selection, mutation, gene flow, and genetic
drift. Over time, these mechanisms can lead to the emergence of new species and the extinction of
others.

Historical Context of Evolution

The theory of evolution has evolved over centuries. Early ideas, such as Lamarck's theory of
inheritance of acquired traits, paved the way for modern understanding. Charles Darwin's
groundbreaking work, On the Origin of Species, published in 1859, established natural selection as
a central mechanism of evolution. Since then, advances in genetics and molecular biology have
provided robust evidence supporting evolutionary theory.

Key Concepts in the Evolution of Living Things

1. Common Ancestry

All living organisms share a common ancestor, which means that every species is related through a
branching tree of life. This concept is supported by genetic, fossil, and comparative anatomical
evidence.

2. Natural Selection
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Natural selection is the process where organisms with advantageous traits are more likely to survive
and reproduce. Over generations, these traits become more common within a population.

- Variation: Differences in traits among individuals
- Selection Pressure: Environmental factors that influence survival
- Adaptation: Traits that enhance survival and reproduction

3. Genetic Drift

This refers to random changes in allele frequencies, especially in small populations, which can lead
to significant evolutionary changes independent of natural selection.

4. Mutation

Mutations are random changes in DNA sequences that can introduce new genetic variations. While
many mutations are neutral or harmful, some confer advantages that may be acted upon by natural
selection.

5. Gene Flow

Gene flow involves the transfer of genetic material between populations, which can introduce new
traits and reduce genetic differences between groups.

Evidence Supporting the Evolution of Living Things

1. Fossil Record

Fossils provide chronological evidence of evolutionary changes. Transitional fossils, such as
Archaeopteryx (linking birds and dinosaurs), demonstrate the gradual transition of species over time.

2. Comparative Anatomy

Homologous structures, like the limb bones in humans, whales, and bats, indicate common
ancestry. Analogous structures, on the other hand, show similar functions but different origins,
illustrating convergent evolution.

3. Embryology

Developmental similarities among different species suggest shared ancestry. For example,
vertebrate embryos exhibit pharyngeal pouches and tail structures in early stages.
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4. Molecular Biology

DNA sequencing reveals genetic similarities among species. The closer the genetic sequence, the
more recent their common ancestor. Molecular clocks estimate divergence times between species.

5. Biogeography

The geographic distribution of species supports evolution, with isolated environments like islands
hosting unique species that evolved independently.

Evolutionary Mechanisms and Processes

Natural Selection in Detail

Natural selection operates through several modes, including:

- Directional selection: Favors one extreme phenotype
- Stabilizing selection: Favors intermediate phenotypes
- Disruptive selection: Favors both extremes

Speciation: The Formation of New Species

Speciation occurs when populations become reproductively isolated, preventing gene flow. This can
happen through:

- Allopatric speciation: Geographic barriers divide populations
- Sympatric speciation: Reproductive isolation occurs without physical separation

Adaptive Radiation

This process involves rapid diversification of a single ancestral species into multiple new species,
often following environmental changes or colonization of new habitats.

Evolution in Action: Examples from the Natural World

Darwin?s Finches

Studied extensively by Charles Darwin, Galápagos finches exhibit diverse beak shapes suited to
different food sources. Their adaptive variations exemplify natural selection.
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Antibiotic Resistance

Microorganisms evolving resistance to antibiotics are a contemporary example of natural selection.
Bacteria with resistance genes survive treatment and pass these traits to future generations.

Peppered Moth

During the Industrial Revolution, the frequency of dark-colored moths increased in polluted areas
due to better camouflage, illustrating environmental influence on natural selection.

How Evolution is Studied and Answered in Educational Contexts

Using the Evolution of Living Things Answer Key

Answer keys are vital tools in educational settings, helping students verify their understanding of
evolutionary concepts. They are typically used alongside textbooks, quizzes, and exams to:

- Clarify misconceptions
- Reinforce key ideas
- Provide explanations for complex questions

Common Types of Questions and Answers

- What is the main mechanism driving evolution? - Natural selection
- Give an example of homologous structures. - Human arm, whale flipper, bat wing
- Explain the significance of fossil evidence in evolution. - It shows transitional forms and

chronological changes over time
- What role do mutations play in evolution? - They introduce genetic variation that can lead to

new traits

Conclusion

The evolution of living things answer key is more than just a study guide; it is a gateway to
understanding the dynamic history of life on Earth. From the earliest single-celled organisms to
complex mammals, evolution provides the framework for biological diversity and adaptation. By
mastering the key concepts, evidence, and mechanisms, students and educators can appreciate the
incredible journey of life through deep scientific insight. As new discoveries continue to shed light on
evolutionary processes, the answer key remains a vital resource for learning, teaching, and inspiring
curiosity about the natural world.
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Evolution of Living Things Answer Key: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding Life?s Dynamic
History

The evolution of living things answer key serves as an essential resource for students, educators,
and enthusiasts seeking to grasp the complex and fascinating history of how life on Earth has
transformed over billions of years. Understanding evolution provides insight into the diversity of
species, the adaptations that have allowed organisms to survive in changing environments, and the
interconnectedness of all living beings. This guide aims to break down the key concepts, processes,
and significance of evolution, offering a detailed analysis to deepen your comprehension of this
fundamental biological principle.

What Is Evolution?

At its core, evolution refers to the gradual change in the characteristics of a population over
successive generations. It is driven by various mechanisms that alter gene frequencies within a
gene pool, resulting in the development of new traits and, eventually, new species.

Key Definition:

- Evolution: The process by which different kinds of living organisms are thought to have
developed and diversified from earlier forms during the history of the Earth.

The Historical Development of Evolutionary Thought

Understanding the history of evolutionary ideas helps contextualize current knowledge and the
answer key's explanations.

Early Ideas and Theories

- Ancient Greece: Philosophers like Anaximander suggested that life began in water and that
species could change over time.

- Linnaeus and Classification: Carl Linnaeus developed binomial nomenclature, classifying
organisms but without evolutionary implications.

The Birth of Modern Evolutionary Theory

- Jean-Baptiste Lamarck: Proposed the theory of inheritance of acquired traits, suggesting that
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organisms could pass on traits acquired during their lifetime.
- Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace: Independently developed the theory of natural

selection, providing a robust mechanism for evolution.

The Mechanisms of Evolution

Several processes drive evolutionary change. The evolution of living things answer key often
emphasizes understanding these mechanisms.

Natural Selection

- The process where organisms better adapted to their environment tend to survive and produce
more offspring.

- Key components:
- Variation exists within populations.
- Some traits provide advantages.
- These traits become more common over generations.

Genetic Drift

- Random changes in allele frequencies, especially significant in small populations.
- Can lead to the loss or fixation of alleles independent of their advantage or disadvantage.

Mutations

- Random changes in DNA sequences that introduce new genetic variation.
- Serve as the raw material for evolution.

Gene Flow

- The transfer of genes between populations through migration.
- Helps maintain genetic diversity.

Evidence Supporting Evolution

The answer key often includes various types of evidence that support evolutionary theory:

Published by: www.felicityhome.cloud Page 6 of 20



EVOLUTION OF LIVING THINGS ANSWER KEY Latest Edition Vol. 2021, Issue 4

Fossil Record

- Provides chronological evidence of past life forms.
- Shows gradual transitions and extinct species.

Comparative Anatomy

- Homologous structures indicate common ancestry.
- Analogous structures demonstrate convergent evolution.

Embryology

- Similarities in early developmental stages suggest common origins.

Molecular Biology

- DNA and protein comparisons reveal genetic relationships.
- The more similar the sequences, the more recent the common ancestor.

Biogeography

- Distribution patterns of species support evolutionary pathways.

The Evolution of Major Life Forms

Understanding the timeline of life's evolution helps answer key questions about how diverse life is
today.

Origin of Life

- Life is believed to have originated around 3.5 to 4 billion years ago.
- Early life consisted of simple prokaryotic cells.

Development of Eukaryotes
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- Eukaryotic cells evolved via endosymbiosis, leading to more complex organisms.

The Cambrian Explosion

- A rapid increase in diversity of multicellular life approximately 541 million years ago.

Plant and Animal Evolution

- Plants colonized land around 470 million years ago.
- Vertebrates, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals, evolved over hundreds of

millions of years.

Human Evolution

- Hominoids appeared about 6-8 million years ago.
- Homo sapiens emerged approximately 300,000 years ago.

Evolutionary Patterns and Processes

Several patterns illustrate how evolution unfolds in different contexts.

Divergent Evolution

- When related species evolve different traits due to different environments.
- Example: Darwin?s finches.

Convergent Evolution

- Unrelated species develop similar traits due to similar environments.
- Example: Dolphins and sharks.

Co-evolution

- Two species evolve in response to each other.
- Example: pollinators and flowering plants.
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The Role of Classification in Evolution

Classifying organisms helps understand evolutionary relationships.

Taxonomic Hierarchy:

- Domain
- Kingdom
- Phylum
- Class
- Order
- Family
- Genus
- Species

Modern taxonomy incorporates genetic data to refine relationships, often depicted in phylogenetic
trees.

Studying Evolution: Tools and Techniques

Modern science employs various methods to investigate evolutionary processes:

- Fossil Analysis: Dating and studying fossils.
- Genetic Sequencing: Comparing DNA sequences.
- Comparative Anatomy and Physiology
- Biochemical Tests: Analyzing proteins and enzymes.

Common Questions and the Answer Key Approach

In an evolution of living things answer key, typical questions might include:

- What are the main mechanisms of evolution?
- How does natural selection work?
- What evidence supports evolution?
- Describe the timeline of major evolutionary events.
- How do scientists classify organisms based on evolutionary relationships?

Answers are usually concise but comprehensive, emphasizing key concepts, examples, and
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scientific reasoning.

Conclusion: Why Evolution Matters

Understanding the evolution of living things answer key is crucial for appreciating the complexity of
life and the interconnectedness of all species. It informs fields like medicine, agriculture,
conservation, and ecology, helping us address contemporary challenges such as biodiversity loss
and climate change.

By mastering the core concepts, mechanisms, and evidence of evolution, learners can develop a
deeper respect for the dynamic history of life on Earth and the ongoing processes that continue to
shape our world.

Whether you're preparing for exams or simply seeking to expand your knowledge, exploring this
topic offers a window into the history of life itself?a story that continues to unfold with every passing
generation.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main idea behind the evolution of living things? The main idea is
that living organisms change over time through processes like natural selection, leading to the
diversity of life we see today. How does fossil evidence support the evolution of living things? Fossil
evidence provides snapshots of past organisms, showing transitional forms and changes over time
that support evolutionary theory. What role do genes and DNA play in the evolution of living things?
Genes and DNA carry genetic information that can mutate over generations, leading to variations
that drive evolution. What is natural selection and how does it contribute to evolution? Natural
selection is the process where organisms with advantageous traits are more likely to survive and
reproduce, passing those traits on and leading to evolutionary change. How do scientists use
comparative anatomy to study evolution? Scientists compare the anatomical structures of different
species to identify similarities and differences, which can indicate common ancestors and
evolutionary relationships. What is the significance of embryonic development in understanding
evolution? Similarities in embryonic development across species suggest common ancestors and
provide evidence for evolutionary connections. How do molecular studies support the theory of
evolution? Molecular studies, such as DNA sequencing, reveal genetic similarities between species
that support their evolutionary relationships and common ancestry. What is adaptive radiation and
how does it relate to evolution? Adaptive radiation is the rapid evolution of diverse species from a
common ancestor, often in response to new environmental opportunities. Why is the concept of
common descent important in understanding evolution? Common descent explains that all living
things are related through shared ancestors, providing a unifying framework for understanding life's
diversity. How does the answer key help students understand the evolution of living things? The
answer key clarifies key concepts, provides correct explanations, and helps students review and
reinforce their understanding of evolutionary principles. 
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Related keywords: biological evolution, natural selection, adaptation, species change, evolution
process, fossil record, genetic variation, Darwin's theory, common ancestors, evolution timeline

LIVING AND NONLIVING THINGS PASSAGE SECOND GRADE

living and nonliving things passage second grade

Understanding the differences between living and nonliving things is an important part of a
second-grade science curriculum. This knowledge helps young students develop their observation
skills, expand their vocabulary, and foster a sense of curiosity about the world around them. A
well-structured passage on living and nonliving things can serve as an engaging educational
resource, helping children recognize and categorize the objects they see every day.

In this article, we will explore the characteristics that define living and nonliving things, provide
examples of each, and suggest activities to reinforce learning. Whether you're a teacher preparing a
lesson plan or a parent helping your child with homework, this comprehensive guide aims to make
the topic clear and accessible for second graders.

What Are Living Things?

Living things, also known as organisms, are beings that grow, reproduce, respond to their
environment, and have cells that make up their bodies. They are alive, meaning they have life
processes that sustain their existence. Understanding what makes something living is key to
distinguishing between living and nonliving things.

Characteristics of Living Things

Living things share several defining features:

- Growth: Living things grow larger over time. For example, a seedling grows into a big tree.
- Reproduction: Living organisms can produce new living things, such as a puppy having

puppies or a plant producing seeds.
- Response to Stimuli: They can react to changes in their environment. For instance, plants

bend toward sunlight, and animals move away from danger.
- Cells: All living things are made up of tiny building blocks called cells.
- Need for Food: Living things require food to get energy and stay alive.
- Breathing: Many living things breathe, taking in oxygen or other gases.
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Examples of Living Things

Here are some common examples of living things that second graders might observe:

- Animals: dogs, cats, birds, fish, insects
- Plants: trees, flowers, grass, bushes
- Humans: boys, girls, adults
- Microorganisms: bacteria, fungi (though microscopic, they are living)

What Are Nonliving Things?

Nonliving things are objects that do not grow, reproduce, or respond to their environment in the
ways living things do. They do not have cells or life processes. These objects can sometimes
resemble living things but lack the essential characteristics of life.

Characteristics of Nonliving Things

Nonliving things:

- Do not grow or change on their own
- Never reproduce or create new objects
- Do not respond to stimuli in a way that indicates life
- Are not made up of cells
- Do not need food or water to survive

Examples of Nonliving Things

Common nonliving objects include:

- Rocks and stones
- Plastic toys and utensils
- Clothing and shoes
- Books and furniture
- Sunlight and air (non-solid nonliving things)

How to Tell the Difference Between Living and Nonliving Things

Helping second graders distinguish between living and nonliving things involves observation and
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understanding their characteristics. Here are some simple ways to identify each:

Steps for Identification

- Look for movement or growth: Is the object growing or moving on its own?
- Check if it needs food or water: Does the object require nutrients or hydration?
- Observe response to environment: Does it react when touched or exposed to light?
- Consider if it can reproduce: Can it make more of itself?

Using these questions, children can practice sorting objects into living and nonliving categories.

Activities to Reinforce Learning

Engaging activities can make the concept of living and nonliving things more memorable and fun for
second graders.

1. Nature Walks

Take children on a walk in the school yard, park, or garden. Encourage them to observe and note
what they see.

- Ask them to identify at least three living things (e.g., a bird, a flower, an ant).
- Identify nonliving things (e.g., a rock, a bench, a piece of paper).
- Discuss how they know which are living and which are nonliving.

2. Sorting Game

Provide pictures or objects representing various items.

- Have children sort them into two groups: living and nonliving.
- Ask them to explain their choices based on the characteristics discussed.
- This activity helps reinforce understanding through hands-on experience.

3. Drawing and Labeling

Ask children to draw a scene from nature, including both living and nonliving things.
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- Label each item as living or nonliving.
- Describe why they categorized each object that way.

4. Classify and Compare

Create a chart with two columns: Living Things and Nonliving Things.

- Fill the chart with examples provided by the children.
- Discuss the differences in characteristics.

Key Vocabulary for Second Grade

Introducing and reinforcing key vocabulary helps students articulate their understanding:

- Living: Alive, grows, reproduces, responds
- Nonliving: Not alive, does not grow or respond
- Cell: The tiny building block of living things
- Reproduce: Make more of the same kind
- Stimulus: Something in the environment that causes a response

Summary

Understanding the difference between living and nonliving things is fundamental for second graders.
Living things have life processes such as growth, reproduction, and response to stimuli, while
nonliving things do not. By observing their surroundings, engaging in sorting activities, and
discussing examples, children can develop a clear understanding of these concepts.

Encouraging curiosity and exploration through outdoor activities and hands-on experiments makes
learning about living and nonliving things both fun and educational. As students become more
familiar with the characteristics that define each, they build a strong foundation for future science
studies and a greater appreciation for the natural world around them.

Whether at home or in the classroom, this knowledge helps children develop critical thinking skills
and a scientific mindset that will serve them well as they continue to explore and learn about the
world.
 
Living and Nonliving Things Passage Second Grade: An In-Depth Review

Understanding the concepts of living and nonliving things is a fundamental part of early science
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education, especially for second graders. Introducing young students to these ideas through
passages and passages-based activities helps build a strong foundation for future scientific learning.
In this article, we will explore the importance of these passages, their structure, benefits, challenges,
and tips for making the learning process engaging and effective.

The Importance of Living and Nonliving Things Passages in Second
Grade

Teaching second graders about living and nonliving things is a critical step in fostering their curiosity
about the natural world. Passages designed for this age group serve as an accessible entry point
into scientific classification and observation skills.

Why are these passages important?

- Early Scientific Literacy: They help students recognize and differentiate between living and
nonliving things.

- Vocabulary Development: Introduce age-appropriate scientific terminology.
- Observation Skills: Encourage students to observe characteristics and features of various

objects.
- Critical Thinking: Promote reasoning about what makes an organism alive or not.
- Preparation for Future Topics: Lay the groundwork for more complex science concepts like

ecosystems, habitats, and life cycles.

Features of Effective Passages

- Age-appropriate language
- Clear definitions
- Engaging illustrations
- Interactive questions
- Real-life examples

Structure of a Typical Living and Nonliving Things Passage

Most passages aimed at second graders follow a simple, student-friendly structure designed to
facilitate comprehension and retention.

Introduction
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- Briefly introduces the topic, such as ?What are living and nonliving things??
- Uses relatable examples, e.g., animals, trees, toys, rocks.

Key Characteristics

- Describes features that distinguish living things (growth, movement, reproduction, need for air
and water).

- Describes features of nonliving things (no growth, no movement without external cause, no
reproduction).

Examples and Comparisons

- Provides examples of living things like cats, plants, insects.
- Provides examples of nonliving things like chairs, water, rocks.
- Uses side-by-side comparisons to highlight differences.

Interactive Activities or Questions

- Includes questions like ?Is a car living or nonliving?? or ?What do plants need to grow??
- Promotes active engagement and critical thinking.

Summary and Conclusion

- Reiterates main points.
- Reinforces distinctions through simple summaries.

Pros of Using Living and Nonliving Things Passages in Second Grade

Utilizing well-designed passages offers numerous benefits for young learners.

Features and Benefits

- Enhances Reading Skills: Integrates science content with literacy development.
- Visual Learning: Illustrations and photographs help visual learners understand concepts.
- Builds Scientific Vocabulary: Introduces words like ?alive,? ?growth,? ?reproduce,? ?nonliving.?
- Encourages Observation: Prompts students to observe their environment actively.
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- Fosters Curiosity: Engages students? natural interest in the world around them.
- Supports Differentiated Learning: Can be adapted for varied reading levels.

Pros Summary

- Combines literacy and science education effectively.
- Encourages hands-on and visual learning.
- Easy to incorporate into daily lesson plans.
- Suitable for diverse classroom settings.

Challenges and Cons of Living and Nonliving Things Passages

Despite their many advantages, there are some challenges associated with using these passages in
second-grade classrooms.

Potential Drawbacks

- Simplification Risks: Over-simplifying concepts might lead to misconceptions.
- Limited Depth: Passages may not cover all aspects or nuances of the topic.
- Engagement Variability: Not all students may find static passages engaging.
- Dependence on Visuals: Over-reliance on pictures may hinder understanding for some learners.
- Language Barriers: English language learners may need additional support with vocabulary.

Addressing Challenges

- Use a variety of teaching methods alongside passages, such as hands-on activities.
- Incorporate videos, experiments, and outdoor observations.
- Clarify misconceptions through discussion.
- Provide vocabulary supports, like word banks or visual aids.

Effective Strategies for Teaching Living and Nonliving Things

To maximize the effectiveness of passages, educators can employ various strategies:

Interactive Reading

- Encourage students to predict, ask questions, and summarize as they read.
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- Use think-pair-share activities to promote discussion.

Hands-On Activities

- Sort objects into living and nonliving groups.
- Plant seeds and observe growth over time.
- Collect natural items from outside and classify them.

Visual Aids and Models

- Use charts, diagrams, and pictures to reinforce concepts.
- Create a classroom ?nature corner? with real examples.

Discussion and Reflection

- Ask open-ended questions to stimulate thinking.
- Have students draw or write about what they learned.

Assessment and Reinforcement

- Use simple quizzes or worksheets based on passages.
- Conduct informal observations during activities.

Sample Passage for Second Grade: Living vs. Nonliving Things

Living things are things that grow, change, and reproduce. They need air, water, and food to stay
alive. Animals, plants, and insects are living things. For example, a dog can grow bigger, and a
sunflower can produce seeds.

Nonliving things do not grow, reproduce, or need food. They are not alive, but they can still be
useful. Examples include rocks, chairs, and water. Nonliving things can change because of weather
or human activity, but they do not grow or have babies.

Questions for Students:

- Is a tree a living or nonliving thing? Why?
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- Name two nonliving things in the classroom.
- What do living things need to stay alive?

This simple passage introduces core ideas clearly and encourages students to think critically about
their environment.

Conclusion: Making Living and Nonliving Things Passages Effective

Living and nonliving things passages are a vital tool in second-grade science education. They serve
as accessible, engaging, and educational resources that help young learners grasp basic scientific
concepts. When carefully designed with age-appropriate language, vivid visuals, and interactive
elements, these passages can foster curiosity, improve literacy, and lay a solid foundation for future
scientific exploration.

While there are some challenges?such as oversimplification and engagement issues?these can be
mitigated through diverse teaching strategies, hands-on activities, and ongoing discussions.
Ultimately, the goal is to cultivate a sense of wonder and understanding about the natural world,
empowering students to observe, question, and appreciate the living and nonliving things around
them.

By integrating well-crafted passages with active learning approaches, educators can create a
dynamic and meaningful science learning experience for second graders that nurtures their natural
curiosity and supports their educational growth.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a living thing? A living thing is something that grows, breathes, and
needs food and water, like a dog or a tree. What is a nonliving thing? A nonliving thing is something
that does not grow, breathe, or need food, like a rock or a chair. Can a plant be a living or nonliving
thing? A plant is a living thing because it grows and needs water and sunlight. Is the sun a living or
nonliving thing? The sun is a nonliving thing because it does not grow or need food. Do animals
need food to live? Yes, animals are living things and need food to grow and stay healthy. Are rocks
living or nonliving? Rocks are nonliving because they do not grow or breathe. What are some
examples of living things? Examples of living things are cats, flowers, and fish. What are some
examples of nonliving things? Examples of nonliving things are toys, water bottles, and buildings.
Why do plants need sunlight? Plants need sunlight to make their food and grow. How can you tell if
something is living or nonliving? You can tell if something is living if it grows, needs air or water, and
can move or respond. Nonliving things do not do these things. 

 
Related keywords: living things, nonliving things, plants, animals, rocks, humans, environment,
characteristics, habitats, classification
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